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belonged to any of the foreign embassies, as in that case 1
should be forced to deprive myself of the pleasure of their
company;1 but they assured me they were both Venetians.
I made love to the lady, but, without precisely repelling
me, she hinted that we should iirst know each other better.
I thought her prettier than ever, and offered to be her
cavalier all through the carnival if she thought good. After
the ceremony I returned with them to their hotel, where we
dined together. I invited them to pass the evening with m<!
at the opera.
The next day the officer paid me a visit, and after talking
of the rain and the fine weather, I begged him to tell me to
whom it was that I had the pleasure of speaking.
This is the story he related to me; (he spoke like an
educated man, but I noticed that he did not look me frankly
in the face) :—
cMy name is P. C. My father is rich, and well knowi*
on the Bourse, but we have quarrelled. I live on the Quay
of St. Mark. The lady whom you saw with me belongs to
the family of O.; she is the wife of the well-known broker,
C. She has quarrelled with her husband because of me, as
I have quarrelled with my father because of her. I wear
this uniform because I have a commission in the Austrian
service, but at this moment I am engaged in buying cattle
for the Venetians. I get the beasts from Hungary and Styria.
This enterprise brings me in a profit of ten thousand florins
a year; but just at this moment I am in difficulties because
of the fraudulent bankruptcy of one of my customers, and
because of my extraordinary expenses. I heard a great deal
about you four years ago, and I wanted then to make your
acquaintance, but I really think it was Heaven that sent you
to me yesterday. If you will help me you will run no risk.
Will you back these three bills of exchange for me? I will
give you three others which will be met before the first ones
1 It was contrary to Venetian laws for a nobleman to be seen
abroad, or in any public place, with the members of foreign em-
bassies, and Casanova, though not noble, was using the gondola,
with the servants and liveries, of M. de Bragadin.

